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6.2 Programs of Study 
 

 
Last Revised:  November 2022 
 
Policy:  Subject to on-going evaluation and continuous improvement processes, Piedmont 
Community College (PCC) offers a variety of programs and disciplines designed to fulfill the 
College’s mission. 
 

 
Purpose/Definitions:  
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure PCC offers a variety of programs to meet the educational 
and workforce needs of its service area in accordance with its mission and in alignment with 
SACSCOC standards. 
 
Definitions 
 
N/A 
 

 
Approval Authority/Monitoring Authority:  Piedmont Community College’s Board of Trustees 
has approval authority for this policy. The Vice President, Instruction has monitoring authority 
for this policy. 
 

 
Procedures:  

Section 1: Available Programs 

1.1. A current listing of available programs of study is maintained on the College website. 

Section 2: Annual Program Review 

2.1. Program outcomes, supported by student learning outcomes, are reviewed annually 

as part of the College’s Institutional Effectiveness Plan and are tracked using WEAVE 

assessment management software. (See PCC Policy 2.30 Institutional Effectiveness for 

more information.) 

Section 3: 5-year Program Area Review (PAR) Process 

3.1. All programs are reviewed on a five-year rotating cycle utilizing the PAR process. 

https://www.piedmontcc.edu/programs-courses/programs-of-study/
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3.1.1. The PAR process is a multi-layer, in-depth review with tasks distributed across 

the academic year. (See Exhibit 6.2—Program Area Review (PAR) Guidelines.) 

3.1.2. Instructional deans, in conjunction with program faculty and advisory committee 

input, use the results of the PAR to complete a PAR Action Plan which 

documents areas of improvement for the program. 

3.1.2.1. The PAR Action Plan is updated one year after the completion of the PAR 

to document improvements and any continuing needs as identified on the 

plan. (See Exhibit 6.2—Program Area Review (PAR) Guidelines.) 

Section 4: Program Changes 

4.1. The addition or termination of curriculum programs requires the approval of the 

College’s local Curriculum Committee, Board of Trustees, the North Carolina State 

Board of Community Colleges (SBCC), and the Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). 

4.2. If a program change is determined to be substantive, SACSCOC notification or 

approval is required. (See PCC Policy 2.28 Substantive Change) 

 

 

Legal Citation: N.C.G.S. 115D-1; N.C.G.S. 115D-2; N.C.G.S. 115D-3; N.C.G.S. 115D-5; 1D SBCCC  

 

 

History: Effective October 12, 1988; Revised October 2001, May 2021, November 2022 

 

Cross-references PCC Policy 2.28 Substantive Change and Policy 2.30 Institutional Effectiveness  

  

https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115D/GS_115D-1.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115D/GS_115D-2.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115D/GS_115D-3.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115D/GS_115D-5.pdf
https://www.nccommunitycolleges.edu/sites/default/files/legal/sbccc/chapter/chapter_d_education_programs_01jun20.pdf
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Exhibit 6.2:  Program Area Review (PAR) Guidelines 

(Contact the Office of Research and Institutional Effectiveness for an editable copy of this document.) 
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